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THE BEGINNING

In 2009 an innovative web 
portal of Italian astronomical 
archives was conceived 

In 2010 this new tool was 
presented at LISA VI in Pune 

12 historical archives of Italian 
observatories were presented 

A database allows to search 
documents



STARDUST PEARLS

The complete video on the INAF YouTube channel



GROWING UP

In 2013 the project grows up 
including Libraries, Museums 
and Archives  

In 2014 the upgraded web 
portal was presented at LISA 
VII in Naples 

12 Observatories preserving 
the largest part of the 
astronomical heritage in Italy



Ancient 
Books
The oldest Italian Observatories 
(Brera, Capodimonte, Padova e 
Palermo) have more than 7000 ancient 
Books published from 1470 to 1830, 
30 Manuscripts (dated back to the 
early XIV century), 19 Incunabola, 551 
Cinquecentine (16th century books).



Astronomical 
Instruments
The ancient astronomical instruments collection of 
the Italian Observatories counts over 1200 items, 
from the 11

th
 century to the first half of the 20

th
.  

Exhibited in 13 museums, it consists mainly of  

quadrants, sextants, telescopes, theodolites, clocks,  

globes, mathematical instruments,  

and meteorological instrumentation.



Ancient 
Documents
The historical archives of the 
astronomical observatories preserve the 
documents of some of the oldest 
scientific institutions in our country.  

Over 3 million documents, 122 series 
containing the fonds of various 
astronomers are preserved in 12 
historical archives



Polvere di Stelle 
Framework



Our 
Databases

A database for bibliographical 
description, circulation and 
library management of ancient 
and modern Books and 
Journals  

A database to catalogue 
ancient instruments, archival 
documents, photographs, 
artworks, manuscripts and 
biographies of Italian 
astronomers



Books on 
OPAC

Bibliographic record 

Authors and Publishers 
biographic records 

Printer’s mark description 

Specimen notes 

Digital copy



Leafing trough 
Rare Books
A selection of 194 up to 7000 
valuable books  

100,000 pages 

150 DPI watermarked 

Digitizated with Metadata according 
to the MAG Standard 2.0.1



Biographical 
Catalogue of 
Astronomers
The development of astronomy 
through the biographical 
portraits of scientists who 
worked and observed in Italy.



Interlinked 
Records

Astronomer’s biographic 
records 

Ancient instruments 
descriptions 

Craftsmen biographies  

Archives documents records 
and their digital copies 

External links to 
bibliographical databases



Preserve and 
Share

IA2’s informatics structure is based on the 
virtualization and cloud paradigm, hosts 
data from the ground-based Italian 
telescopes and  offers proprietary and 
public data access through user portals and 
Virtual Observatory (VO) services  

IA2 has set up a platform to create a 
national repository for the digitized copy of 
ancient books and archival documents, as 
well as the astronomical data 

3 different resolutions:  150 DPI for the 
publishing on web with a watermark on 
each page; 300 and 600 DPI for 
preservation and for scientific and 
historical research 



Useful Tools for 
Astronomers

12 different library catalogues 
became a unique database and 
OPAC 

Access to online resources 

Unified platform for user 
services, as Reference, DD, ILL 

Innovative projects to 
disseminate the library 
informations, as LOD



Stay tuned 
Catch stars

Launch window of events to 
public 

Highlights & news to users 

Library support to public 
dissemination of Astronomy



www.beniculturali.inaf.it

Open to the future 
Towards new challenges


